ia NAT won X REM b OP 11's TRANSGRESSIONS ; 


—yj— CEC —2— — 52 m —— . . — nm 8 — ; — "— 
— — — 41 „ͤ« —— . — ee — — 


— 232224424444 oe es Ea es od 


A bis CO URS E. 


t 


Re 


pklav ERED av BENN's GARDE N ' CHAPEL, 


. 1 . -RPOOL, 


* 


Ox ACCOUNT or vu PUBLIC FAST, 


o ARI 19, 3 593. 


By ROBER T: LEWIN. 


OLD BY W. ; RICHARD3ON, CORNEHILL, LONDON. 


„%% * DCC Rc. 


— ——— 


— MI 


CEE ID IEEE 
- — IEER 
5. 5 IE EET IPG ES 
— 4 3 4 „ COD « 
- 
2 — 
— — 


"ZOE 
EE 7 


<A} _— 


hy 


- = ——— 
ie ES 


— — 


— 
—— 
— — 


* 


A 


_ 
— =, 
= 


— 


Ee a wa 
IE Dro 


— — —_— 
2 
— 


— 


bis —_ 


— — 


ay 


—— — 


. Bb; 


— 


d 4 T 
, # 
* 
. 
5 - 
„ 
4 6 
a» 2 : 4 
A 
= . 
„ 
* 
8 , 
* 
. 
4 
9 
. 
, 
4 
* 
. - 
. — w —— rr ——— - 5 * - — — - _ ” — — — 2 4 
8 —— - = -, — — 8 = — — — — K 
4 > = - — — Ez = CEL — 7 — ons — — an — . — — — 2 hg TIS — — 8 0 1 - 1 


* © 
— — — . 


TO THE 


8 ONGREGATION 0 • — — 


Atte ding on the 1 Author; 8 | Miniftry . 


My - 7 uch reſpe®, 1 and horn ure Triende, 


* RM IT met inſeribe to you the follow- 


14 ing diſcourſe, as a teſtimony of my grati- Ty 
” rude { for your many fav ours as a ſociety, for up- = po 
= ards cf theſe. twenty years. Many of 5 
5 i Ar rd and expreſſed your approbation of the ſen- N 
timents 8 W. hich it contains ; you thought it might 5 
be uſeful, and your partiality has conducted it Th 0 

0 the preſs, to which, but for this, 5 ſhould | 
| have reluctantly brought it. =] am anxious leſt 5 


V 


its perufal may not A0 80 your expectations, 


1 5 but far more ſolicitous that the truths which it 
contains may contribute to the perfection of - 

: your ſelves and fa amplics | in the nobleſt ſenſe. Let 35 

its errors be veiled by the affectionate wiſhes el 
and prayers of its author for your beſt intereſts, 1 
and what it ſtands ; in need of in point of cor rect- 


1 neſs, be made up by Tour wonted candour and --- 
PN generoſity. 


Fr rom your 85 fincerely, | 


tb our common Lord and Maſter, | 5 


"E LEWIN. | 


ren” 2 r r .... Dag — age re ihnket og 


—— — —— — — 


4 
DISCOURSE, Ke. 


8 Bus are there not a | you, even + with 5 you, We ins 


. the 'e Lord { your Cad: A 


| meeting. from the hands of their conquerors. 
We often ſpeak of the 1 ews and Ifraelites : as one: - 
individual people, but the great body of the de- 
: ſcendants of the Twelve Patriarchs had been 
divided after the death of Solomon into two 
8 A 4: kingdoms, 


| "HP SE words 5 were occaſioned, by 4 con- 5 
— ſiderable victory gained by 1 the King of | 
NY Ira) over. the King of Judah, and the treat- 
ment Which the captives were in danger of 9 


| kingdorns, that of Judah, whoſe capital was Je- e- 


5 e and that of NTT, > whoſe eee was 


5 ned u 5 Kine © of Syr; u, Pekah, "the 5 


King of Iſrael, had alſo atta cked the King of 1 = 


85 luda * and had not only lain in one day at 


5 hundred and twenty tho! uſand valiant men bes „ 
longing to his dominions, but ha d likewiſe taken 
bind Hundred thouſand pr ifoners 85 in cluding 1 Innen; 


women, ſons and daughters, and alſo mach ſpoil, 


e and brought the ſpoil to Samaria. In conſequ 1ence . 


of this it appears to have been their deſign © 
5 make thoſe captives bond- men and bond-w. omen, A 
either in the land of the Iſraelites, or by ſelling e 
. them for ſlaves to foreign countr ies. The Po 
: phet Oded therefore expoliulates: with them . 
againſt this act, wh ich Was expreſſly contrary . 
0 the law of God, it being for bidden in Levi 1— 
ticus to make bond- ſervants of their brethren. 0 
5 Andi in order! to induce them to  reftore the © - 


W 


801 Binz bark” * roch Vi ith { Judah f for | its fide.” EE 


had Dat that people into their hands, and 
that they had ſlain them with a rage Which 


reached up to Heaven, but that there were with 


them alſo, even with them, though victors for 


the ee ſins 2 — the Lord their God, for 


85 Which 8 


on = 


7 TY 


. TR they might ruſty ook 105 his lance 1 
and ef; pecially if they ſhould add this inſtance | 
of injuſtice a and iniquity to their other vices. . 
The remonſtrance had its effect, and by the m 
= terp oſition of their Elders, the army relinquihj- 4 
> ed its {poil, and the captive es were ſent back 9 
the King of on n with great tenderneſs and 


8 humanity Ye 


The propriety and importance of this ex- 7 
. poſtulation In the text, are. apparent from the 1 3 
latter part of th e hiſtory of the kingdom of i 
Iſrael, whoſe. monarchs were in general re- 1 

Oo, markably wicked, while the people themſelves + 
had been highly criminal for their repeated ido- 2 
latries. For though, in this inſtance, they — 
os hearkened to the Pr ophet, they grew yet more. 


: , 90 


and more cor: upt, and in leſs than twenty years 


2 after this, the King of Aſſyria impriſoned their 


5 King, attacked the city of Samaria, took Fo 9 


„ three years ſiege, and having carried the 1 
ten tribes into captivity, put an entire end to the —— 


kingdom of Iſracl, whereas that of Judah re- — 


mained for a very contiderable while after. 3 


Ry we look around us, my Friends, and: con= | 


fider the rayages which War is, and bas been, 


making — 


6 48 


mY 


making in in other countries, we can 1 hardly avoid 


1 ſeeing the propriety of addreſſing theſe domi- 


— 
E 3 


1 — . 3 


Ae Eo Dro ied . DOT EE — — — —— SY 


©. "ions in the words of the text. Perhaps, * 
2 may attribute thoſe jud 
85 iniquities of the ſaffererd 


'Ts direct our © meditations « on | this paſſage, We 15 


Y may obſerve, that even among theſe nations, 
1 conſiderably indulged as we have long been, 
S through the blefling of Heaven, yet there are 
1 found much ingratitude and ys. conſider * 


ſome. | 


zments. to tlie ins and 
Sd. and herein over- _ 
look our demerits as 1 nation. It. w rould cer- 
2 tainly be much Wiler to contemplate our Bleſt ed 
5 1 Saviour 8 doctrine, and to remember that except 
- we repent, We may likewiſe periſh. In ſpight 
of. the religion which we. profeſs, there Are 
ſhocking crimes. and iniquitics among the en- „ 
lightened ſtates of Europe, among thoſe who 
ſtyle themſely es the foll owers of Jeſus. e 
melancholy thought. Let us apply it to the 5 
3 caſe of theſe lands, that w e may be brought 6 
- repentance « ere it be too late; for we may, v ith 95 
great propriety, conſider the Prophet as ad- 75 5 
IB dreſſing us in the language wherewith he ad- | 
i dreſſed the Ifraelites of old; « But, are there not 
E- . with you, even XC 4D Hou, . 15 ee the Lord MED 
. 0 God 18 55 


Lond 
lome of the more particular v vices and follies 


which merit this e: <poſtulation ; point out the 
duties whereto this review . ſhould | induce us; 


And attend to a few motives to this purpoſe, i 


4 * 


ariſing from our preſent fituation and circum- 
fances. 8 


1 Let us obſerve, that even among theſe na- 
tions, conſiderably indulged as We have been 
through the blefling of Heaven, yet there are 
found much! ingr atitude and i iniquity. The vic- 


tory which the If aelites had gained, had nearly 1 


induced them to forget their obligations of obe- 1 
: diencet to G00 d; but while ! in the midſt of their 
95 they were reminded for what rea aſon their 
brethren had been given up into their hand, and 
taught to reflect upon their own equal, if 05 
greater, deſerts of puniſhment. | 


My Br ethren, whatever ala rounds 
” _ may have to look to our Governors for civil 


= reform, and ſome further extenſion of our rights 


in a reli gious view, yet it muſt be acknowledg- Y 
ed, and it ought to be with grea at gratitude to 


| | God, that we poſſeſs ſtill thoſe bleflings which: 3 
2 might inſpire many nations with envy. Long 
: have thete kingdoms been n preſerved from three 
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of the greateſt evils which. can befal a people; e 
7 war, famine and peſtilence. It i 18 true , We have 
carried on wars with other nations more than 

5 once i in the memory of ſeveral amongſt us, but 85 
its evils of the moſt terrible kind We hes ve only 
heard with our ears. No enemies have invaded. 
us, no civil devaſtations have been ſtridi ing with 

3 horrid ſteps throughout the land, nor hath the 
country around us been deluged with blood and 

jj ſlaughter. Our har veſts have been plentiful, | 
. or if not fo abundant i in ſome years : as in others, - 


© the defect has been ſtill ſupplied, and hitherto 


our poor have been fed and ſupported, and 

| : where induſtrious, with a degree. of plenty. : 

3 And \ with reſpect to thoſe contagious. diſeaſes, 

1 which i in other countries have depopulated lar 8e : 
towns, | and even conſiderable tracks of land, of- - 

theſe we know but little, unleſs by report; 3 and * 
0 the ſufferings of our forefathers in this point N 


1 are almoſt forgotten, through the diſtance of the . 
| time wherein they happened. 11 ſome 1 2 
| comparatively trifling inſurrections have taken 
1 = place, and diſgraced their actors in different - 
ZE parts, they hve been far from affecting the 5 
=. general intereſts of the kingdom, and we are 


. living, and ought to be grateful witneſſes that 5 
| = enjoys in general, Ponce Within our r borders, BE 


: 5 1 


no lets than that we are. fed with the fineſt of i 
the Wheat. 15 35 


Theſe lands poſſeſ 18 s liberty. in a oreat age a 
== v9 = able degree, and though there may be indivi- 1 
dus als; both among the clergy and the laity, Who 
vou d rejoice to revive the ſpir! it of perſecution, 5 
and its hitter fruits; 2 yet, through the mercy of 
Heaven, there are thoſe amongſt them who op- 
pPoſe it, and 1. the government fill allows us to 
_ worſhip our God according” to the dictates of 
every man s confeience. I don't t pretend to flat- 
ter the great, and af! ert that our liberties are ä 
compleat v nile penal laws hang over our heads; - 
but while a lenient hand 1 their force, K 
15 ſhould direct our view to Him who ſecretly and 
inſenſibly over rules all things, according to his 
5 infinite wiſdom, But, after all, © Are there not 5 
e th you, O ), Je nations. of Britain. are there _ 
ET. not even with you, fn. ns againſt the Los d your 
God? IIis bounty hath been abundantly - 
fo OR Gown upon your heads. IIis mercies have | 
diſtinguiſhed you among the kingdoms of the 5 
_ earth. : His bleflings yet await you, as motives. _ 
for grateful obedience. But Kill, «fro there 
e de Ve With ou, fins agai aft the Ls 55 4 our = 


+ God?” 
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The hand of Providence is too ck: over 8 


el Iniquity abounds. And the love of - 
many to God and goodneſs. bath w axed cold, 


and in various inſtances been wholly diffolved | ! 
and deſtroyed. W hat rank 1s exempt from 
| theſe charges? Are our Princes, our Nobles, 8 
5 and the Great, in general, illuſtrious for their 8 
virtue? Are men of wen alth and influence E 
+ patterns? whom : a Chriſtian ſhould follow? Even 


the Prophet and the Prieſt betr: ay marks of much „ 


human imperfection and frailty; and with all one 
euxertions in order to reclaim the poor, and raiſe N 
them from ignorance an di vice, there is Aill that . 

” abounding of iniquity, which, wherever it pr 2 


i vails, ſpeaks the language of threatning i in the 


] view of him who fears God, and trembles at 
5 his name. But the ſubject may ſtrike us with 9 


greater evidence, if ſomewhat more minute ly 5 


= examined and attended to. 


10: Let us therefore, Secondly; confider ſome of 


85 0 more particular vices and follies Which me- 5 


1 the expoſtulation in the text. My Chr iſtian 1 | 
Brethren, it is by no means the moſt pleaſing „„ 
part of our duty, as the miniſters of religion, fr 


_ dwell upon ſuch melancholy ſubjects ; ; but the 


= Fade deg of this "ay our Fay to Your 5 


well e 


175 1 


8 well: as to our great Maſter at Saviour, and your : 
b on expectations call Joudly upon us to EO : 


out ſome Of thoſe crimes Wherewith, Aa. : ; 
people, we are too much chars geable, 16 hi 
with a view to our contrition before God, and RY I 
our ſuitable amendment. And one of the chief 5: I 

5 iniquities of this people, and w hich is the ſource : 
e of ; 10 numerable others, is the breach of the 8 Sab- 


| bath, with the great neglect of it's important = 
3 dutie That ſuch a day was ſet apart by God, 
e en d Honored: and fan Qified by his own exam 
1 ple, long before there were any ſuch people as : 
the Jews, is too plain to be denied, and that its 


: _ obſervation Was ia nctified both by Chriſt and his — i 


1 Apoſtles, and by Chriſtia iags from their time, is... . 1 
1 equally true. The obſcrvation of 4 Sabbath, : 4 


: therefore, 1s not merely a Jewiſh inſtitution, :-- i 
whatever might be the caſe with its being form- _ 


7 erly kept upon a Saturday, But obſerve, my . q 


_ fellow Chr iſtians, how this facred day i 18 ſpent, ; 


1 he day, wherein if the generality do not attend 


to religious and moral inſtruction, they hardly = 
euer find time for theſe things on other occaſions. 


It is broken through pretences of worldly bu- 


lineſs, though no man can reaſonably hope for 


God's bleſſing, Who refuſes him the honour © 


3 8 which 1 1s his due. It is broken through a love | 
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of pleaſure, a thirſt . recreation, and for the 5 
fake of thoſe ſocial meetings. wherein religion 
8 generally the laſt topic which engages men's 
attention. 5 broken, in fact, 1 men 8 
z Aare difinclined to its duties, an 2d greatly defe ctive I 
in love and veneration towar ds God. The pur- 
ſhits and pleaſures of, 


1 former, equal * induces others to ſpend the 


latter part of the day in a manner which 1 will. 8 
; venture to defy t them to appre ove, whenever 1 85 FE 


| ſhall ſtand before the tribunal of God. 


"In ; hereof; another: . . 
: minal practice, tending to draw down the judg- 
ments of God upon any land, 18 the language N 
a of prophanen eſs, of curſing and ſwearing, and ; 

| — taking in vain the holy name of the great and 
deer blefled God. I fear this latter is too much 

| the caſe in the frequent uſe of a loyal and po- „ 
pular ſong, which ought rather to be ſung „ 
13 feriouſnels, than with thoughtleſſneſs and. | 
Ft vity. How do men ſpeak of great. and illuſtri- ws 
odo characters? Is it in a light and trifling 
manner? 'Tis the ben evolent How: ard, the im- 


- mortal 8 


Kb - preceding evening 5 
5 debar ſome from uni ing in its duties in the 
morning; and th at fam de Want of the fear of 
= God, which emboldens them to diſregard the 5 


; 4-451. 


5 morta al Newton, the e Locke, but 
the exclamations of, O Lord! and, Good God! | 
ol over the tongue with unconcern and i irreve- 

rence. Even that” part of the human race, N 
5 which ſhould ſoften our manners, and afford us = 
patterns of true delicacy, theſe herein imitate DD 
the: moſt vulgar and boiſterous of the ſpecies, Rn 
while the other Tex; to carry the practice to its 

1 | higheſt pitch, ſhall, in their rage, even venture 5 
. to blalpheme, and make uſe of the moſt horrid „ 
oaths and imprecations. In fact, one would 
0 imagine that the command, with. the awful : 
| _ threatening. annexed. 8 were wholly for- 8 

1 gotten, cc 7 hou ſhall not take the nathe of the Lord 1 

| 2 th by God i mm dai, for the Lord a will wt bold him 


e guiltleſe that taketh bis 1 name m vain.” > 


1 | Becauſe of bearing the land; mourneth, fays 
- this” Prophet Jeremiah; and who can tell how 
ſpeedily theſe lands may inherit, from the fame == 
practice, the like baneful effect? And as to 
per jury, or falſe ſwearing, wherein the name of © 
| God is ſtill more elpechily prophaned, which 
5 involves in it the worſt ſpecies « of diſſembling 9 
5 and lying, and which, thr ough the multiplicity - 
of oaths, it is feared is too common; this, ſays | 
. the Prophet, | is the curſe that {pooch forth over. 
REES Sur ng : the 
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the Ke of he whole ear ah; every one. that 


= Dy fweareth ſhall be cut off; 41 will. bring it forth, ; 


faith the Lord of Hoſts, and it ſhall en ter into 1 


; . the houſe of him that ſweareth falſely by my 5 


name, and it ſhall remain in the m zidſt of his 5 


= houſe, and ſhall conſume it with the tin nbers 


| thereof, and the ſtones thereof. 15 N LO Hen. 


 Gluttory and { drunk © ness, WW ith adultery 5 an > 5 


thoſe other 1 vices which a are equally condemned 5 


. in the ſcripture, and included in the prohibition 2, 


| of the Seventh Commandment ; theſ are ariſen 


a 0 ſuch a pitch of magnitude, that vou ſhall. 8 


find thoſe who will even venture to defend, and 5 
= attempt t to Juſtify ſuch practices, at leaſt pro- : 

| vided that they be not habitual. But, my. Bre- 
thren, is any wickedneſs the leſs. attrocious in - 
its own. nature in the fight of God, or leſs for- . 

| | bicdden by his law, decunſs: it is not often me. 


peated? ? Will not picking a man' 8 pocket ren- i 


der him infamous, though it were but once in : 
his life? And who will confider him who de- 0 


| | frauds, though he do 1 but a few times in a 1 


year, as a worthy character * Who will ſay 


oy that ſuch a one, notwithſtanding t this ſoible, hath 


4 8 good heart? Mie in fact, will not avoid, 1 


and almoſt deteſt him? Such ideas of che na- Wo 


ture 


1 27 4: 


ture of 10 betok en want of underſtanding with FE 

5 mind ſtill enflay ed to its vices. The Lord 

hath a con ty overſy with the land, becauſe there . 

1 no truth, nor the knowledge of God i n the 1 

: land ; by iwe: aring and lying, and killing and 

i ſtes aling, and committing. adultery, they break 

"out, therefore ſhall the land mourn. And in 

a anſwer to thoſe who ſhall think to confine the 

1 prohibition of the Seventh Commandment to . 
perſons in the married ſtate, you may find . 
the latter part of the fifth Chapter f Hoſea, 1 

that whorcdom in general 18 condemned, "and I 

hat: becauſe the people were ſeparated with — 

women of infamous character, and did ſacrifice | 
with harlots, that their daughters, as well 48 | 

1 8 their wives, were to be given up to the like fins, 7 7 
Wit! hout any immediate tokens of Heaven S ven 

* geance, and that the people who thus under- 

„ ood n not were abſolutely to fallo or to > be puniſhed. — 


Covxetoufneſ, that:i is, | according t to its a : 
e A! meaning in the Sacred Wri itings, an eager e 
tir after wealth, and with that an unbounded 
5 love of pleaſure, and luxury its frequent attend- 
DT ants, may alto be reckoned among our national 
Eh fins. 7 Places of entertainment. have been of late = 
” years perpetually ſpringing. up, which take men 5 
= from their proper buſineſs, intoxicate the mind, — 


cw. 


| and unfit. it For ſerious reflection; and the manly 
dauties of religion. 5 Show and pomp have their 
; : numerous votaries, and to gratiſy the ſenſes 18 


the main ſtudy of numbers. To ſu upport t this I 


extravagance every artifice is put in practice; 
men riſe up early, and fit up late to acquire 
riches; ; and in the end, there are no ns 


” however fi audulent and diſhoneſt, at which they 8 | 


1 5 ſtick, at leaſt provided they keep within e 


5 bounds of human laws. Hence the law of 
= truth is baniſhed from their lips, and integrity . 


8 remains a ſtranger to their hearts. Argue againſt 


ſiuch practices, what is the conſequence ? 7 Petit... 


haps rudeneſs and contumely, or if indulged 0 * 
with ſomewhat like a gentle anſwer, it is to this 
8 effect: Your maxims may do for the religioniſt, ; 


5 but not for trade: Talk not of honeſty, intereſt 1 


5 muſt be attended to; | Innumerable almoſt are 


the paſh ges of Scripture againſt luxury and 
55 worldly-mindedneſs; ; and with, reſpect to fraud, 8 
the Almighty declares, that he will be a ſwift 
_ witneſs againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in i 


1 his wages, the widow, and the fatherleſs, and = 
| that fear not him. And we read in the Stn 


of Micah, Are there yet the treaſu ures of wick- - 


2 edneſs i Mm the hou uſe of the wicked, and the can. 5 


. meaſure that is abominable ? Shall I count 


PEA + *-thew Tv with wo wicked balances, and worth — 1 


oe the 50 


40 


1 59 TY 


th the . * deertful weights? or the thk 


men thereof are full of wiolence, and the Me 


7 


ee are Abbelen an other: acts of el, 
. guilt, other ſins againſt the Lord our God to be 
6 found amongſt us, but we are now ſpeaking oh 
1 5 only of thoſe which appear to be moſt prevalent, 58 
: and even as to theſe the time will not allow us In 
to diſcus them fully. * et there is one circum- 
| ſtance, without the notice whereof we cannot El 
5 well quit this ſubf ect, and eſpecially upon the 


5 preſent occaſion: It: 18 the manner in which the 


peu amongſt us are for the greater part edu- ” 
cated. Expence is not gradged to inſtil into 8 
= their minds human learning, to form their man- 
ners, to inſpire them with taſte, to dreſs and 1 
Y adorn. them with ſhow and elegance, and to 1 
ratify inſtead of moderating their f fondneſs for | 
mon pleaſure, 4 


2 * 
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« habitants theresf” have Spoken lier, and their 1 
1 tongue 15 deceitful in their mouth. Therefore 80 

woll I make thee fick in 5 miting thee, in making _ 
| thee d. ofolare be "cauſe of thy ſins © * And then 


follow ſome of the moſt grievous threatenings 
OL of A: temporal nature, which are denounced in 


. the word of God. 
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But where are they well inrucked in l 


gious principles? Ho- few inculcate thoſe 
maxims which are inſeparable. from their eter- 1 
1 nal happineſs? What unconcern is there to . 
8 ground them in the faith of Chriſt, the hopes f 
Heaven, or even the reaſons: and motives of their 8 
peculiar profefſ] lion? If they are corrected for 85 
” falſhood, how ſoon is the admonition loſt, as DP 
| to any valuable end, 5 the abunda ce of R= 1 
amples to the contrary? And do not we in : 
. many caſes, behold the pare: nts themſelves W ho 2 
are intended by God as their guides to Heaven, 5 Z 
betraying their truſt, a nd ey en lea ding their 
. children by their example from th e Houſe of £4 
E God, and this into com pany W. hoſe converſation 
too often corrupts their taſte, and vitiates their 
8 morals, and at the beſt 18 but unprofitable ? 
Ye. do well, ye. Britiſh parents, to inſtruct the 8 
children of the poor, but where is your affec- : 
tion to thoſe, who, under God, owe to your- 1 5 
ſelves their very exiſtence and their lives? "The © 
former duty ye act well in diſchar; ging; che e 
= latter e ought not be leſt undone. = : 


: Ul. The * pre ade: Thirdly, To. point out 7 
* ; ſome duties to V hich this X61 ew. of things 5 
: ſhould lead us, 7 


| EE 


The! re is no man WhO can "be brought to a 


prop er 1ckno W ledgment of his offences, till he , 
be ene e of 3 tra anſgreſſions. | This . 
5 one end of enumerating men's crimes, and with L 
then letting their guilt and folly before their — 
EI ey es. But if ſenſible of our iniquities, what! is 
more natural than to be concerned at our ingra- 
titude, to own it be efore God, and to forſake ank 
amend, W. hereinſoever we may be perſonally 
8 ch: argeab le with offending againſt our gracious | 7 
Crea or? 16 becomes us then to entertain R 
LE ſincere concern, that our age and nation, though 
Sth to m uc -h enlighte ned, and 10 highly favoured of —. 
"God; ſhould be liable to many, and indeed to: -- 
1 moſt of thoſe W. eighty charg es, which were ab.” _ 
45 ledged aga unſt the people of God-in_ancient 
times; and who were in too many inſtances like 3 
- numbers amongſt us, only his people by pro- = 

: feſſion. It ſhould fill our minds with a juſt ab- 
8 horrence of all iniquity, and whillt lamenting 4 
the national guilt, we ſhould ſtill more lament 
5 every act of depravity and tranſgreſſion, which 1 
> conſcience. may bring home as an accuſation w 


1 againſt e each del. 


The effect hers N Fe eonfclbon fx our 6 1 5 

ſins, attended with earneſt and undiſſembled 

prayer for mercy and forgiveneſs. | Obſerve, | 
my Brethren, that the fins which are with us, 
even — 
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even with us, are fins not merely : 
= other, but againſt God, the Lord our God, who 
55 | hath a right to our moſt exact obedience, and 3 
| whoſe mercies ſhould have inſpired us with the N . 
: warmeſt. gratitude, and with anxious zeal 88 | 
love, to ſerve, and to honour him. We ſhould 
confeſs our ungrateful returns for his numerous 1 
5 bleſſings. We ſhould own the unworthineſs 9 
„ ur nation at large, and of ourſelves perſonally i in ts 
his fight. We ſhould bow before him „ 
deep ſenſe of our deſert, and while blefling him „ 
. for his great mercy in our redemption, and his 5 | 
he wonderful acts of greatneſs and goodneſs to our i. i 
1 country, eagerly, and with the moſt earneſt ſin- e 
c cerity of A pay that he would ny and „ 
3 Pardon u us. 5 5 : 


1 


252 


We bear A: ſhare in the e public demerits, « our „ 
5 fins, my Brethren, are a part of the general load . 
of guilt and tranſgreſſion; it beconies each | T” j 
; therefore to look well to his ways, to amend 1 
what hath been wrong, or may ſtill be Ai 
4 and while diſcouraging in all around us what 5 
ever is. corrupt, to do what lies in our power, | 
4 and this to the beſt of our ability, that Which 
7 may moſt thoroughly encourage in others the 
love and practice of virtue. We ſhould hence- . 
forth | pay Errater 2 attention to the duties owing - 


I OK 


gainſt each 5 


L921 


fo, to God, as the beſt means of inſpiring ourſelves 
"and others with the love of him, and with de- 
light 3 in his commands. We ſhould inſtruct our 
75 children, and our ſervants, in things ſacred and 85 
Eh divine. We ſhould animate them by our pat- 
tern, to make conſcience. of the duties of the _ 
Civil and of the religious life; and, like our 
forefathers, commune With God in our cloſets 5 


8 and our families. 


Inc vain do we  afſemble to confeſs our fins, and 4 
to ſupplicate for par don, if with this day or its 
PL, devotions we lay aſide each good reſolution, if 5 
85 we. be not convinced of our fins, and do not 
N correct our follies. Turn! yes: faith the Almighty, = 
turn ye even to me, with all your heart, and with | 

_ faſting, and weeping, and mourning; and tent 

= your hearts, and not your garments, | and n 
unto the Lord. Exerciſe true judgment, and 

1 ſliew mercy aud compaſſion | every man to his b 
brother, and oppreſs not the widow, the ſtran- 3 
e ger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine | 


. _— cy il pO" his brother i in his heart. 


8 Let me not, my Friends, be « thought to treſ. 5 15 
paſs upon your patience, but let the day and 5 
ſubject be my apology for detaining you f ſome- 

1 855 _what, longer than uſual, while I proceed: 
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Tv. Fe ourt! thly, | and laſtly, To call your : atten- 


ny tion to a few motives to theſe duties ariſing from [ 


4 our prelent tituation and circumſtances, | 5 


11 has been my endeavour t to cont ac t 1 13 0 


ha ad to kay on the prefent occaſion into as ſhort a 
coin {als a as 1 vel could, but without this he bad 
ol diſcouric it muſt have: been highly incom- | 


os plete. Let us ther look, my fellow C11 riſtians, 


Þ 10 4 neighbou uring con ntry ; 31 mean neitlier to 

| juſtfy, to palli ate, nor condemn its conduct. . 
lam not bere ſpeaking in a political, but A 

b bn religious ſtrain, and with. to inſpire 1 you upon 8 


= the compariſon | with gratitude to God, and e 
1 thence to urge you to that contr ition which muſt 0. 


Tp precede amendrnent, and w. hi ch will. in ſome 


5 meaſure ever be the duty even o fthe beſt, while. 


1 in this ſtate of ſin and imperſection. Look then, 5 
1 Y my fellow-chriſtians, to a neig zhbouring coun- . 
5 try; ſee it expoſed, with 7 one ſingle Ally, 0 


to all the terrors of war; 3 conteſting with people 5 


1 of different nations, and numerous countries; 


2 f divided and harraſſed by ceaſeleſs ſuſpicions a 


5 EE] civil diſcord ; H and, ſhould the war continue, . | 
able to all the horrors of famine, and of thoſe 
q . dreadful diſos rders and peſtilential complaints 
= which are often its fatal attendants. You will 


3 fay, perhaps, that it is. jor their dereliction of--- 


God, 5 


9 8005 kor their enormitics, and their vices.— 
£2 But are there not 010 you, even with vu, 2 45 


pol ken to the Ifr aclites, their kingdom was to- | 
Sana tally deftr oyed, their wives and children carried 


cient inhabitants, and of many idolatrous ſet- © 
75 tlers, planted amongſt t them by their conquerors, = 
1 wholly altered their cuſtoms and manners, 4 


Pc 
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4. again 22 the Lord your. God oh 'T wenty years 
at fartheſt, aſter that thee words were firſt 


as rao er ne 


— 


5 S 2 — — 


with them into captivity, and the land burthen- = 
ed with ſuch a mixture of ſome few of its an- 


8 and therewith almoſt loſt to that country the | 
; knowledge and favour. of the God of Iſrael. L 
= Except we repent, may n not we ealſo i in like man- — Y 


ner 5 * 


- Oh the other hand. view our 3 happy 
Grcaticn: in oppoſition to theſe judgments, and 


Es alſo to thoſe which are at this moment abroad 
m the earth. We have peace within our bor- — = 
rs ders, we are fed with the fineſt of the wheat, 1 | 
we enjoy many priviledges, through the lenity : 
of Heaven's government, and poſſeſs incon- 
3 ceivably more for thankful acknowledgement, . 


_— actually preſents us with ſome awful warnings. 


than for repining.  Ought 1 not then theſe ideas 1 pl 
: inſpire us with gratitude, no leſs than contrition 5 
That a reverſe i 18 poſſible, t the Providence of God — 


„„ 1 Obſerve, Zr 4 


N = = 
n _ 8 — — n 
= : S — 8 3 75 I KK Dr __ AGE 6 
5 " — ä E — EN p4 — IE < \& . # . 
D — 4 3 . L-CS — ets Lge 6 - 62K Kan «£. * e 
— 


— — 1 — 0 
2 r 
. 3-2 - 


= * 8 
> : - ( 2 8 PER * 
es 8 D TN. 5 = 
N — — - g „ err CELTS < Ae et RIES Ws — 3 x 
* = as, n 2 *% * ——— 0 " * = — — E Mf p : 
ue" aA wn Bi 8 * : - 1 —_— as 2 K — 8 — Ie DSS. —= * ogy Pres = — 4 
— — — — — 1 - * . 2 — 5 22 8 
: — - 5 4 — — 
: . EN. - rr — -  _ . 7 4 


_ 2 
— 


4 


Obſerve e, my P fiene what a ſhock ; is giv en to - 
public credit, the loſſes of ſome, the ruin « 1 
others, the apprehenfions of. many, and the dit 
truſt and ſuſpicion which pervade almoſt all. 5 
1 Remark, my Brethren, the ſitua ation of the poor, 8 
What numbers are out of employ; 1 v know not 

. what that may produce. Suffer theſe ideas to 1 1 
affect your hearts, and to direct your views tio 
that Gracious Being, whoſe temples have been 1 
3 too much deſerted, and W hoſe government oy, TY 

= been t too little noticed and acknowledged. 


Sach, in * © are our circumſtances Tod ſitu 


ation, and they ought. moſt aſſuredly both to = 
5 work upon our gratitude for what mercies we | 
: Atl poſſeſs, and to àwaken us to that repent- 5 
Ane, that amendment, that devotional ſpirit, „„ 
and that excellence of 1 manners, without which DO 

our future proſpects as a people cannot but be 


5 diſtrefing. e 


Te 0 conclnde=—With Bea esd fir: your-r 57 — . — 
= ſelves, and for your country, look unto God, 
8 from whom alone cometh your help. Endea- 
vour, my fellow-chriſtians, to view with un- 3 
5 feigned concern, the vices and immoralities of EEE | 
the nation at large, and lament with the moſt 1 8 
Ore eine contrition, whatever ſhare of i its guilt lies 


cChargeable 2 


4: 71 


8 char geable at your door. Beſcech the Almigh- — 
ty till to protect and to pardon you; to bleſs | 
ü theſe dominions, where peace and plenty have 5 
long rei igned; and to preſerve to us thoſe liber- 1 


e eh whit; as a people, we have highly W 
: feited. Be more zealous for God, for his ho- i 


nour, and for bis Vorſhip; more grateful for 1 

bis goodnef*, and entreat him to avert thoſe ca- — 

| Unities, w. hich, but for his compaſſion and or-. 

3 bearance, * have been your lot, as they are = 
1 che lot of others. e | 


— 


ßI Forth a 


As Pillentars” from the eſtabliſhment, there ” 
are other motives to urge you, my Brethren, to ; 
uch duties; for though c our governors for the pre- 1 
ſent protect us, there are not wanting thoſe who _ ö 
would make us tremble under the rod of perſe- | | 
cution. It is enough to alarm a people differing ” | 
from the religion eſtabliſhed by law, though but 
one ſingle man of dignity and eminence ſhould | 1 
= | proclaim! them : as fanatics, and repreſent them as 

' wiſhing to overturn the government, and to —— 
throw the land into confuſion. 5 Conſcious i inno- 5 
cenge leads us to diſdain the charge ; ; but if We 
ate viewed with an eye of Jealouſy, if our re- 15 

5 peated declarations of loy alty are diſcredited, —— 

if our conduct for many paſt years, and in very 

b irying ituations, will not reſcue us from A 


HL ts 28 1. 
worthy imputations, be theſs circumſtances then 7 
| motives for « our more earneſt and repeated pray- 
ers to God, that we may always find Protection | 


from thoſe who rule over us, and that we may 


: duly i improve the mercies which his bounty and 


compaſſion ſtill beſtow. There are ſins, my = 


Brethren, with us, even with us, againſt the 


5 Lord our God; theſe let us repent of and for- 


fake. And leading pious and virtuous, quiet 


= and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and Bo. 
gneſty, let us contribute what we can to the | 
public happineſs, and endeavour for ourſelves, : 


and, as far as we are able for our reſpective 3 
= milies, to ſecure, in a world ſree from te 5 


_=_= everlaſting reſt, and endleſs felicity. 
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